
by Gerry Keirnan 
 If you have been reading the scriptures, as 
Pope Francis has asked us to do, you know the 
answer to this all important question. 

 HE loves you and has done so for all 
eternity. What about our failures, our sins, our lack 
of kindness? HE loves us anyway and has given us 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation to clean our slate 
as often as possible. Advent is a 
pe r fec t t ime to seek tha t 
reconciliation and to turn in 
sadness to HIM who has and 
always will love us. It is time to 
look at the eternal Son of God 
and His gift of Himself as a 
human being willing to live and 
die for each of us. 

 So often we gaze lovingly 
at the Christmas crib and are filled with wonder at 
the tiny baby sleeping peacefully. Perhaps, we need 
to look at the crucifix and rejoice over His ultimate 
gift to each of us. Look into His eyes and see the 
pain of my sins and yours. God so loved us that He 
gave His life for each of us. 

 A few weeks ago a dear friend of the 
monastery was eulogized at his funeral Mass. St. 
Michael’s Church in Waialua was filled with 
relatives, dear friends, and family. John had raised 

both of his nephews after their mothers died. Truly, 
John was a giant of a man and in return greatly 
loved. Now is the time to look at ourselves. 

 Let us focus our sight on Him. A baby born 
in a stable… An infant wrapped in the arms of His 
Mother as the family flees to Egypt… A Little One 
learning to walk and talk… A Boy helping his 
father Joseph in the shop… A Youngster asking 
why His parents were looking for Him as He went 
about doing His Father’s business. His response 

was to return to Nazareth and 
grow in age , wisdom and 
obedience. Do I also gaze over the 
times when I am busy doing my 
own business? 

 Recently I received word that I 
must leave my beloved Hawaii 
and return to Independence, MO. I 
was not thrilled but said “Yes”. I 
have lived in Hawaii for forty 

years and so love it. However, my family resides in 
the Kansas City, MO area and I love each of them 
very much. God has a plan for me, just as He has 
for each of you. 

 Yes, He has loved each of us from all 
eternity. He desires the best for us and asks for our 
cooperation with Him. How blest we are to know 
that Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary, so loves 
us. 
    (cont. on page 2) 
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(Who loves me? Cont. from pg. 1) 
 How wonderful to 
realize that our loving God 
the Father and voice of God 
in the Holy Spirit loves us so. 

 What is our response?  

Some words to meditate on: 
 “I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all 

the people: to you is born this 
day in the City of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah 
the Lord.”        Luke 2:10-11 

 “He has sent me to 
bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives.”  
     Isaiah 61:1

MERRY CHRISTMAS: 
From our home to yours we pray for the peace and joy of the Christ Child 
to dwell in your hearts and reside in the midst of your families.

ANNUAL BCC DAY !!
Please join us on January 10, 2015 for the annual BCC 

gathering at the Benedictine Monastery in Waialua. We chose the 
theme “BCCH Powered by the Holy Spirit” for the 30th anniversary of 
BCC in Hawaii. We are honored to have Fr. Herman Gomes SSCC 
as our guest speaker. Registration at 8:00-8:20am with Mass at 8:30. 

Presentation by guest speaker and sharing on living BCC 
precedes lunch provided by BCC and the cell groups. Bingo, door 
prizes and fellowship in the afternoon. Call your cell group leader to 
RSVP or Jimmy/Candice Muneoka at 398-7043.         See you there!! 

 

 

 We felt alone and silent 
on Saturday.  Once more we 
trooped to church to see the tab-
ernacle open and empty.  We, 
too, felt empty.  It was not a day 
to play, but to pray.  We sat in 
silence once more.  I kept won-
dering how our Mother Mary 
must have felt.  As years went by 
and grandparents and relatives 
died, we again felt the empti-
ness…but with a new ending. 
 Easter morning we jump 
to see what the Easter Bunny has 
brought us…or we laugh in de-
light to see the little ones cry in 
joy.  What are we celebrating?  
As we enter church once more 
we see the lights, the candles, 

feel the joy that permeates that 
same place of death!  Why?  HE 
IS RISEN! Alleluia!  He has re-
turned to life, just as we hope we 
have during these days of lent. 
 Does this change our 
lives?  You bet it does!  When 
the time arrives, I will be with 
my loved ones once again.  I will 
see the radiant face of my Lord 
and Savior Jesus.  I will be en-
gulfed in the glory of my God. I 
will give Mother Mary and the 
saints a hug and kiss.  Look for-
ward to the Joy of Holy 
Week…to the joy of Life Ever-
lasting…to the End of the Story!
-Gerry Keirnan 
  

ON MY MIND 
Dear Friends, 

This issue is late, as I have not kept up 
with things, and maintenance/construction 
stuff gets my attention easier than writ-
ing/editing. I apologize to our readers and to 
those who contributed content.  The saving 
grace is that the Easter Season goes for 50 
days. 

One of the highlights of the last few 
months was a visit, at the end of February 
with the monks of Conception Abbey and the 
Benedictine sisters at Clyde, MO. I spent 3 
days visiting with Abbot Gregory and a num-
ber of the monks in the interest of establish-
ing an informal relationship with their com-
munity as a link to stay connected with the 
rest of the Benedictine world. It is our hope 
that the sisters at Clyde will also enhance 
that kind of connection. 

I then went on to attend a 4 day workshop 
with Benedictine Abbots and Priors, from 
around North America, held at St. Bernard's 
Abbey in Cullman, AL.  It was a wonderful 
experience of fellowship and insight on the 
theme of "the new evangelization."  It was 
also a great way to connect with other Bene-
dictines, a few of whom I already knew. 

It was a real blessing to have the stations 
of the cross completed and able to be used 
during the latter part of lent this year.  I want 
to also acknowledge Joseph Ornellas who 
helped get the little road to Mary's Grotto 
built as his Eagle scout project and his next 
younger brother Anthony (5 total), who 
helped locate and clear the sites for the 
crosses and set up the benches as his Eagle 
scout project. They both did marvelous work 
directing their projects. We thank all the 
scouts and their fathers who participated, as 
well as the men from Resurrection of the 
Lord parish. 

As we celebrate Jesus' Easter triumph.    
 Love and Prayers, 
   Fr. David  

A BLESSED EASTER SEASON TO ALL OUR FRIENDS, 
OBLATES AND FAMILIES. 

ON MY MIND

Dear Friends, 

 As we journey through Advent we 
spend time to consider the goal to which we 
hope our travels will take us.  We pause to 
be mindful of God’s faithful provision for us 
along the way so far. The scriptures and 
our faith reveal to us a goal far different 
than those goals proposed by voices in the 
world. It only makes sense that such a 
radically different goal would require very 
different directions to get there. 
 Actually, those directions are not so 
much a map of where to make our turns as 
guidance on who is to be our traveling 
companion and guide, and how to stay 
connected with Him.  Advent prepares us to 
celebrate the arrival of our traveling 
companion, Jesus the Lord. We spend the 
Christmas Season rejoicing in the Lord’s 
presence in our midst. Delighting that He 
has chosen to walk with us. 
 With the expectation that we may be 
able to complete our “customary” by Jan. 
or Feb. I hope to be able to schedule a 
community retreat and our first visitation in 
late Spring which should conclude our 
transition as a diocesan benedictine 
monastery.  We ask your prayers that we 
will then begin to have some young men 
and women seek to enter the community. 
 Christmas Blessings, 
    Fr. David



 Our dear friend, Oblate, and former 
community member, Gerry Keirnan is returning to 
Independence MO (Kansas City area) to reside 
there near her brother and his wife and a plethora of 
nieces and nephews.  As the main article, which she 
authored, indicates it is a difficult thing to leave a 
place and people who have been a very large part of 
her life.  
 Gerry has been such a support to our 
community life over the past 30 years in her 
eagerness to assist wherever and whenever.  She has 
presented many conferences to retreat groups at the 
monastery, helped manage the bookstore and done 
the ordering for most of those years and assisted 
often in helping to decorate the monastery chapel as 
the liturgical seasons change. 
 St. Michael’s parish has also been the 
beneficiary of her teaching skills and dedication 
especially for those involved in preparation for the 
sacraments of initiation.  For many years Gerry 
taught in St. Michael’s school specializing in 
writing and literature for 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
students while being the 8th grade teacher. 
 The plan is that Gerry will continue to write 
the main article for our newsletter. In that regard 
modern electronics are wonderful. In this way she 

can remain connected to the community in service 
and of course prayer can be effective over great 
distances. 
 We expect that some of the losses will be 
compensated for in a short time by the rewarding 
emergence of newly deepened relationships with 
family especially all those beautiful and bright 
nieces and nephews who will get to know her in a 
whole new way through their regular contact. 
 We pray for the very best for Gerry and look 
forward to hearing about the surprises the Lord has 
in store for her in her new adventure.  
 God speed, Gerry!!

❒     Fr. Michael Owens, a priest 
of our diocese, kindly con-
sented to direct our community 
retreat from Nov. 17-21. He 
gave us a morning and evening 
talk each day ending with the 
morning Eucharist on Friday 
the 21st. He reviewed central 
values of monasticism and the 
spiritual life. Just having the 
days with space and time and a 
more relaxed schedule were 
healing for us. We are thankful 
for Fr. Mike’s ministry to us. 

❒      Fr. Mark Gantley, who 
serves as the diocese canon 
lawyer and judicial vicar, has 
recently presented us with a 
draft copy of a “customary” for 
our community.  We will now 
review what he has proposed 
for corrections, additions and 
deletions. We will meet with 
him about the changes, he will 
do the updates, and that will go 
to the Bishop for review and 
input. Fr. Mark will then 
prepare a final draft that the 
community can approve.                                  
Praise God !!        

❒     The Resurrection of the 
Lord parish work day crew 
continues to accomplish 
projects around the monastery 
each month, recently adding a 
corrugated metal roof to our 
recycling shed and cleaning up 
an unsightly pile of stored 
material. The current project is 
to clean up the 9 terraces and 
repair the effluent and fresh 
water lines. The BCC work 
day volunteers also regularly 
have assisted in keeping our 
buildings clean and tidy and 
our grounds under control.

Gerry Keirnan: We Will Miss You!

BY THE WAY…
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by Gerry Keirnan 
 If you have been reading the scriptures, as 
Pope Francis has asked us to do, you know the 
answer to this all important question. 

 HE loves you and has done so for all 
eternity. What about our failures, our sins, our lack 
of kindness? HE loves us anyway and has given us 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation to clean our slate 
as often as possible. Advent is a 
pe r fec t t ime to seek tha t 
reconciliation and to turn in 
sadness to HIM who has and 
always will love us. It is time to 
look at the eternal Son of God 
and His gift of Himself as a 
human being willing to live and 
die for each of us. 

 So often we gaze lovingly 
at the Christmas crib and are filled with wonder at 
the tiny baby sleeping peacefully. Perhaps, we need 
to look at the crucifix and rejoice over His ultimate 
gift to each of us. Look into His eyes and see the 
pain of my sins and yours. God so loved us that He 
gave His life for each of us. 

 A few weeks ago a dear friend of the 
monastery was eulogized at his funeral Mass. St. 
Michael’s Church in Waialua was filled with 
relatives, dear friends, and family. John had raised 

both of his nephews after their mothers died. Truly, 
John was a giant of a man and in return greatly 
loved. Now is the time to look at ourselves. 

 Let us focus our sight on Him. A baby born 
in a stable… An infant wrapped in the arms of His 
Mother as the family flees to Egypt… A Little One 
learning to walk and talk… A Boy helping his 
father Joseph in the shop… A Youngster asking 
why His parents were looking for Him as He went 
about doing His Father’s business. His response 

was to return to Nazareth and 
grow in age , wisdom and 
obedience. Do I also gaze over the 
times when I am busy doing my 
own business? 

 Recently I received word that I 
must leave my beloved Hawaii 
and return to Independence, MO. I 
was not thrilled but said “Yes”. I 
have lived in Hawaii for forty 

years and so love it. However, my family resides in 
the Kansas City, MO area and I love each of them 
very much. God has a plan for me, just as He has 
for each of you. 

 Yes, He has loved each of us from all 
eternity. He desires the best for us and asks for our 
cooperation with Him. How blest we are to know 
that Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary, so loves 
us. 
    (cont. on page 2) 
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(Who loves me? Cont. from pg. 1) 
 How wonderful to 
realize that our loving God 
the Father and voice of God 
in the Holy Spirit loves us so. 

 What is our response?  

Some words to meditate on: 
 “I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all 

the people: to you is born this 
day in the City of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah 
the Lord.”        Luke 2:10-11 

 “He has sent me to 
bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives.”  
     Isaiah 61:1

MERRY CHRISTMAS: 
From our home to yours we pray for the peace and joy of the Christ Child 
to dwell in your hearts and reside in the midst of your families.

ANNUAL BCC DAY !!
Please join us on January 10, 2015 for the annual BCC 

gathering at the Benedictine Monastery in Waialua. We chose the 
theme “BCCH Powered by the Holy Spirit” for the 30th anniversary of 
BCC in Hawaii. We are honored to have Fr. Herman Gomes SSCC 
as our guest speaker. Registration at 8:00-8:20am with Mass at 8:30. 

Presentation by guest speaker and sharing on living BCC 
precedes lunch provided by BCC and the cell groups. Bingo, door 
prizes and fellowship in the afternoon. Call your cell group leader to 
RSVP or Jimmy/Candice Muneoka at 398-7043.         See you there!! 

 

 

 We felt alone and silent 
on Saturday.  Once more we 
trooped to church to see the tab-
ernacle open and empty.  We, 
too, felt empty.  It was not a day 
to play, but to pray.  We sat in 
silence once more.  I kept won-
dering how our Mother Mary 
must have felt.  As years went by 
and grandparents and relatives 
died, we again felt the empti-
ness…but with a new ending. 
 Easter morning we jump 
to see what the Easter Bunny has 
brought us…or we laugh in de-
light to see the little ones cry in 
joy.  What are we celebrating?  
As we enter church once more 
we see the lights, the candles, 

feel the joy that permeates that 
same place of death!  Why?  HE 
IS RISEN! Alleluia!  He has re-
turned to life, just as we hope we 
have during these days of lent. 
 Does this change our 
lives?  You bet it does!  When 
the time arrives, I will be with 
my loved ones once again.  I will 
see the radiant face of my Lord 
and Savior Jesus.  I will be en-
gulfed in the glory of my God. I 
will give Mother Mary and the 
saints a hug and kiss.  Look for-
ward to the Joy of Holy 
Week…to the joy of Life Ever-
lasting…to the End of the Story!
-Gerry Keirnan 
  

ON MY MIND 
Dear Friends, 

This issue is late, as I have not kept up 
with things, and maintenance/construction 
stuff gets my attention easier than writ-
ing/editing. I apologize to our readers and to 
those who contributed content.  The saving 
grace is that the Easter Season goes for 50 
days. 

One of the highlights of the last few 
months was a visit, at the end of February 
with the monks of Conception Abbey and the 
Benedictine sisters at Clyde, MO. I spent 3 
days visiting with Abbot Gregory and a num-
ber of the monks in the interest of establish-
ing an informal relationship with their com-
munity as a link to stay connected with the 
rest of the Benedictine world. It is our hope 
that the sisters at Clyde will also enhance 
that kind of connection. 

I then went on to attend a 4 day workshop 
with Benedictine Abbots and Priors, from 
around North America, held at St. Bernard's 
Abbey in Cullman, AL.  It was a wonderful 
experience of fellowship and insight on the 
theme of "the new evangelization."  It was 
also a great way to connect with other Bene-
dictines, a few of whom I already knew. 

It was a real blessing to have the stations 
of the cross completed and able to be used 
during the latter part of lent this year.  I want 
to also acknowledge Joseph Ornellas who 
helped get the little road to Mary's Grotto 
built as his Eagle scout project and his next 
younger brother Anthony (5 total), who 
helped locate and clear the sites for the 
crosses and set up the benches as his Eagle 
scout project. They both did marvelous work 
directing their projects. We thank all the 
scouts and their fathers who participated, as 
well as the men from Resurrection of the 
Lord parish. 

As we celebrate Jesus' Easter triumph.    
 Love and Prayers, 
   Fr. David  

A BLESSED EASTER SEASON TO ALL OUR FRIENDS, 
OBLATES AND FAMILIES. 

ON MY MIND

Dear Friends, 

 As we journey through Advent we 
spend time to consider the goal to which we 
hope our travels will take us.  We pause to 
be mindful of God’s faithful provision for us 
along the way so far. The scriptures and 
our faith reveal to us a goal far different 
than those goals proposed by voices in the 
world. It only makes sense that such a 
radically different goal would require very 
different directions to get there. 
 Actually, those directions are not so 
much a map of where to make our turns as 
guidance on who is to be our traveling 
companion and guide, and how to stay 
connected with Him.  Advent prepares us to 
celebrate the arrival of our traveling 
companion, Jesus the Lord. We spend the 
Christmas Season rejoicing in the Lord’s 
presence in our midst. Delighting that He 
has chosen to walk with us. 
 With the expectation that we may be 
able to complete our “customary” by Jan. 
or Feb. I hope to be able to schedule a 
community retreat and our first visitation in 
late Spring which should conclude our 
transition as a diocesan benedictine 
monastery.  We ask your prayers that we 
will then begin to have some young men 
and women seek to enter the community. 
 Christmas Blessings, 
    Fr. David



 Our dear friend, Oblate, and former 
community member, Gerry Keirnan is returning to 
Independence MO (Kansas City area) to reside 
there near her brother and his wife and a plethora of 
nieces and nephews.  As the main article, which she 
authored, indicates it is a difficult thing to leave a 
place and people who have been a very large part of 
her life.  
 Gerry has been such a support to our 
community life over the past 30 years in her 
eagerness to assist wherever and whenever.  She has 
presented many conferences to retreat groups at the 
monastery, helped manage the bookstore and done 
the ordering for most of those years and assisted 
often in helping to decorate the monastery chapel as 
the liturgical seasons change. 
 St. Michael’s parish has also been the 
beneficiary of her teaching skills and dedication 
especially for those involved in preparation for the 
sacraments of initiation.  For many years Gerry 
taught in St. Michael’s school specializing in 
writing and literature for 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
students while being the 8th grade teacher. 
 The plan is that Gerry will continue to write 
the main article for our newsletter. In that regard 
modern electronics are wonderful. In this way she 

can remain connected to the community in service 
and of course prayer can be effective over great 
distances. 
 We expect that some of the losses will be 
compensated for in a short time by the rewarding 
emergence of newly deepened relationships with 
family especially all those beautiful and bright 
nieces and nephews who will get to know her in a 
whole new way through their regular contact. 
 We pray for the very best for Gerry and look 
forward to hearing about the surprises the Lord has 
in store for her in her new adventure.  
 God speed, Gerry!!

❒     Fr. Michael Owens, a priest 
of our diocese, kindly con-
sented to direct our community 
retreat from Nov. 17-21. He 
gave us a morning and evening 
talk each day ending with the 
morning Eucharist on Friday 
the 21st. He reviewed central 
values of monasticism and the 
spiritual life. Just having the 
days with space and time and a 
more relaxed schedule were 
healing for us. We are thankful 
for Fr. Mike’s ministry to us. 

❒      Fr. Mark Gantley, who 
serves as the diocese canon 
lawyer and judicial vicar, has 
recently presented us with a 
draft copy of a “customary” for 
our community.  We will now 
review what he has proposed 
for corrections, additions and 
deletions. We will meet with 
him about the changes, he will 
do the updates, and that will go 
to the Bishop for review and 
input. Fr. Mark will then 
prepare a final draft that the 
community can approve.                                  
Praise God !!        

❒     The Resurrection of the 
Lord parish work day crew 
continues to accomplish 
projects around the monastery 
each month, recently adding a 
corrugated metal roof to our 
recycling shed and cleaning up 
an unsightly pile of stored 
material. The current project is 
to clean up the 9 terraces and 
repair the effluent and fresh 
water lines. The BCC work 
day volunteers also regularly 
have assisted in keeping our 
buildings clean and tidy and 
our grounds under control.

Gerry Keirnan: We Will Miss You!

BY THE WAY…


