
 One of our recent Hawaii Catholic Heralds 
gave us much information on Our Lady of Peace. 
She is the patroness of Hawaii. Our cathedral 
(which recently has been designated a Basilica) is 
named for her… St. Damien was ordained there. 

I now read that the exhumed 
body of St. Marianne Cope has been 
returned to Hawaii's cathedral. What 
a blessing to have two new saints 
within the past several years. Both 
Damien and Marianne worked with 
the lepers on Molokai. Damien died 
of the disease. He loved, ate with, 
constructed with and hugged "his" 
men and women. He arrived a 
handsome young man and died as a 
leper. 

Sister Marianne worked until 
her death with the young girls. We 
smile when we think of Sr. Marianne 
as being the Saint of Sanitation. She 
did not allow any of her Franciscan 
Sisters to contract the disease. She 
was a most beautiful young Sister, but aged, as we 
all do, before her death. 

The Diocese of Honolulu is such a blessing 
to each of us. Our Bishop Larry Silva is a fantastic 
follower of Christ. He is most caring and loving of 
his people. We are so blest to have him here in 
Hawaii. 

In addition to Our Lady of Peace Cathedral 
Basilica in downtown Honolulu, we have a co-
cathedral of St. Theresa for larger engagements. 
Recently Fr. David Barfknecht of the Benedictine 
Monastery celebrated his twenty-fifth anniversary 
of ordination at the Co-Cathedral. Prior to that  
occasion Bishop Larry and many other priests 
celebrated the funeral of our dear Father Tim 
Ottman OSB at our parish church of St. Michael on 

the North Shore thanks to the generosity 
of Fr. Chris Keahi. 
 If there was ever a time when we 
needed the love of Our Lady of Peace it 
is now! I am almost afraid to turn on the 
TV after the many deaths occurring 
lately. I feel her love and smile on each 
of us ...how desperately we need her 
intercession with rockets being fired 
into Israel and many being killed in 
Gaza, the atrocities in Iraq and Syria 
and the immense rise in crime around 
the world. 
 W h a t w e n e e d i s P E A C E 
everywhere! Turn in your prayers to 
Our Lady of Peace. Spend time daily 
with the Prince of Peace...Jesus, our 

Savior. If possible attend daily Mass and carry our 
God forth with you. Our Holy Father Francis asks 
us to evangelize...how better than to bring Him out 
through the Church door to meet the men and 
woman, rich and poor, who so need Jesus in their 
lives. Remember that Mary carried Him first in her 
life. May we now bring His Peace to others.
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 We felt alone and silent 
on Saturday.  Once more we 
trooped to church to see the tab-
ernacle open and empty.  We, 
too, felt empty.  It was not a day 
to play, but to pray.  We sat in 
silence once more.  I kept won-
dering how our Mother Mary 
must have felt.  As years went by 
and grandparents and relatives 
died, we again felt the empti-
ness…but with a new ending. 
 Easter morning we jump 
to see what the Easter Bunny has 
brought us…or we laugh in de-
light to see the little ones cry in 
joy.  What are we celebrating?  
As we enter church once more 
we see the lights, the candles, 

feel the joy that permeates that 
same place of death!  Why?  HE 
IS RISEN! Alleluia!  He has re-
turned to life, just as we hope we 
have during these days of lent. 
 Does this change our 
lives?  You bet it does!  When 
the time arrives, I will be with 
my loved ones once again.  I will 
see the radiant face of my Lord 
and Savior Jesus.  I will be en-
gulfed in the glory of my God. I 
will give Mother Mary and the 
saints a hug and kiss.  Look for-
ward to the Joy of Holy 
Week…to the joy of Life Ever-
lasting…to the End of the Story!
-Gerry Keirnan 
  

ON MY MIND 
Dear Friends, 

This issue is late, as I have not kept up 
with things, and maintenance/construction 
stuff gets my attention easier than writ-
ing/editing. I apologize to our readers and to 
those who contributed content.  The saving 
grace is that the Easter Season goes for 50 
days. 

One of the highlights of the last few 
months was a visit, at the end of February 
with the monks of Conception Abbey and the 
Benedictine sisters at Clyde, MO. I spent 3 
days visiting with Abbot Gregory and a num-
ber of the monks in the interest of establish-
ing an informal relationship with their com-
munity as a link to stay connected with the 
rest of the Benedictine world. It is our hope 
that the sisters at Clyde will also enhance 
that kind of connection. 

I then went on to attend a 4 day workshop 
with Benedictine Abbots and Priors, from 
around North America, held at St. Bernard's 
Abbey in Cullman, AL.  It was a wonderful 
experience of fellowship and insight on the 
theme of "the new evangelization."  It was 
also a great way to connect with other Bene-
dictines, a few of whom I already knew. 

It was a real blessing to have the stations 
of the cross completed and able to be used 
during the latter part of lent this year.  I want 
to also acknowledge Joseph Ornellas who 
helped get the little road to Mary's Grotto 
built as his Eagle scout project and his next 
younger brother Anthony (5 total), who 
helped locate and clear the sites for the 
crosses and set up the benches as his Eagle 
scout project. They both did marvelous work 
directing their projects. We thank all the 
scouts and their fathers who participated, as 
well as the men from Resurrection of the 
Lord parish. 

As we celebrate Jesus' Easter triumph.    
 Love and Prayers, 
   Fr. David  

A BLESSED EASTER SEASON TO ALL OUR FRIENDS, 
OBLATES AND FAMILIES. 

ON MY MIND

Dear Friends, 
 Time for another apology, as we did 
not get a summer issue of the newsletter 
out. This fall issue is itself rather late and 
we will need to start on the winter issue just 
as soon as we get this one out.  We are still 
adjusting to the personal changes of the 
past year and would be really lost if it were 
not for the generous help of our many 
volunteers.  As you can see from the 
various articles in the newsletter, life 
continues on in our work and ministry 
which is a testimony to God’s grace. 
 After the celebration of my birthday 
and ordination anniversary I left with 
Mom, who had been here visiting, to go 
back to WI for a continued celebration with 
family and some vacation time.  Time there 
included a wonderful week of family camp-
out with almost the whole family present at 
one point or another (my Mom, brother and 
5 sisters, 18 nieces and nephews, 13 grand 
nieces and nephews). It was great. 
 The whole diocese was blessed 
when in May it was announced that the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace was given 
the status of Basilica. There will be a 
special celebration of thanksgiving on 
October 11th. 
 I was blessed beyond words a week 
ago when Fr. Mark Gantley (our diocese’ 
canon lawyer) graciously agreed to help us 
get our “customary” written. Praise God. 
    Fr. David

FRIEND OF MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA VISITS !
 The monastery was privileged to have Msgr. Francis Gomes, 
a dear friend of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, visit us in August. Msgr. 
is a priest of the Diocese of Calcutta and was vicar to the Bishop for  
some years. He came to have an active part in Mother Teresa’s life 
in her last ten years. He worked quite closely with her and was 
asked by her to be the confessor for the novices and the elder sisters. 
While with us for almost a week, he shared many personal stories 
and insights he had from time spent with her. He gave us all much 
more awareness of her sanctity and her journey toward 
canonization. He specifically shared with us details about the last 
weeks of her life and 
the beautiful 
simplicity of her trust 
in God and faith in 
his protection of the 
sisters, priests and 
brothers now spread 
throughout the world 
as part of her order.  
 Msgr. was 
present for Mother’s 
final hospitalization 
and shortly after her 
death and was 
involved in the 
preparations for her 
funeral.

COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS CELEBRATE FR. 
DAVID’S 65th B’DAY AND 25th ANNIVERSARY OF 
ORDINATION ON JUNE 8, 2014

Msgr. Francis Gomes with our Sister Ann Cic on 
the lanai of one of our residence buildings.



Benedictine 
Oblates are lay 
men and women 
who remain in the 
world and 
continue to live out 

their chosen vocations with the guidance and inspiration of 
the Rule of St. Benedict and in relation to a Benedictine 
monastery for mutual support and encouragement.  We now 
have about 75 Oblates in Final Oblation in our program.  
They are a wonderful spiritual and physical blessing to the 
monastic community in so many ways.

On Sunday August 31 Dr. Clay entered into the monastery’s 
Oblate novitiate program and on Sunday September 7, our 
regular Oblate Sunday, Gary and Val entered the program.  
Also on the 7th Kate Korale and Ron and Teresa 
Gochenouer made their final Oblations as Oblates of Mary, 
Spouse of the Holy Spirit Monastery.  There are several 
other persons who remain in the Oblate Novitiate at this 
time, still discerning if they want to take 
that step of Final Oblation and enter into 
a life time spiritual association with the 
Benedictine  Monastery of Hawaii. 

❒     The annual BCC Retreat 
gathering is scheduled for Sat. 
January 10, 2015. All persons 
are invited who have made a 
BCC retreat during these past 
30 years. Family members are 
also welcome. Registration 
begins at 7:45am, Praise and 
Worship at 8:30. Fr. Herman 
Gomes SSCC will be the guest 
speaker. Mass will be 
celebrated. More information 
will be coming. 

❒     Our newly constructed bell 
tower now has attached on the 
east and the west sides 
reproductions of the front and 
back of the medal of St. 
Benedict.   They are 
reproductions made by cutting 
away metal in two 20 in. steel 
discs. They were given to us 
by an anonymous donor who 
certainly had a taste for 
something quite unique and we 
are the beneficiaries.  

❒    The stations of the cross 
reported on last issue, continue 
to attract much interest. 

❒     Our volunteers have 
completed a retaining wall by 
the entrance to the upper 
residence building which 
should help keep the dirt from 
migrating down onto the 
sidewalk with each rain. We 
think it looks nice too.                                                        

OBLATE PROGRAM GROWS

BY THE WAY…

Above: Gary and 
Val and to Left: Dr. 
Clay as they enter 
into the Oblate 
novitiate.

Below: Kate Korale (left) and Ron and Teresa 
Gochenouer make their Final Oblations.
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 One of our recent Hawaii Catholic Heralds 
gave us much information on Our Lady of Peace. 
She is the patroness of Hawaii. Our cathedral 
(which recently has been designated a Basilica) is 
named for her… St. Damien was ordained there. 

I now read that the exhumed 
body of St. Marianne Cope has been 
returned to Hawaii's cathedral. What 
a blessing to have two new saints 
within the past several years. Both 
Damien and Marianne worked with 
the lepers on Molokai. Damien died 
of the disease. He loved, ate with, 
constructed with and hugged "his" 
men and women. He arrived a 
handsome young man and died as a 
leper. 

Sister Marianne worked until 
her death with the young girls. We 
smile when we think of Sr. Marianne 
as being the Saint of Sanitation. She 
did not allow any of her Franciscan 
Sisters to contract the disease. She 
was a most beautiful young Sister, but aged, as we 
all do, before her death. 

The Diocese of Honolulu is such a blessing 
to each of us. Our Bishop Larry Silva is a fantastic 
follower of Christ. He is most caring and loving of 
his people. We are so blest to have him here in 
Hawaii. 

In addition to Our Lady of Peace Cathedral 
Basilica in downtown Honolulu, we have a co-
cathedral of St. Theresa for larger engagements. 
Recently Fr. David Barfknecht of the Benedictine 
Monastery celebrated his twenty-fifth anniversary 
of ordination at the Co-Cathedral. Prior to that  
occasion Bishop Larry and many other priests 
celebrated the funeral of our dear Father Tim 
Ottman OSB at our parish church of St. Michael on 

the North Shore thanks to the generosity 
of Fr. Chris Keahi. 
 If there was ever a time when we 
needed the love of Our Lady of Peace it 
is now! I am almost afraid to turn on the 
TV after the many deaths occurring 
lately. I feel her love and smile on each 
of us ...how desperately we need her 
intercession with rockets being fired 
into Israel and many being killed in 
Gaza, the atrocities in Iraq and Syria 
and the immense rise in crime around 
the world. 
 W h a t w e n e e d i s P E A C E 
everywhere! Turn in your prayers to 
Our Lady of Peace. Spend time daily 
with the Prince of Peace...Jesus, our 

Savior. If possible attend daily Mass and carry our 
God forth with you. Our Holy Father Francis asks 
us to evangelize...how better than to bring Him out 
through the Church door to meet the men and 
woman, rich and poor, who so need Jesus in their 
lives. Remember that Mary carried Him first in her 
life. May we now bring His Peace to others.
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are invited who have made a 
BCC retreat during these past 
30 years. Family members are 
also welcome. Registration 
begins at 7:45am, Praise and 
Worship at 8:30. Fr. Herman 
Gomes SSCC will be the guest 
speaker. Mass will be 
celebrated. More information 
will be coming. 

❒     Our newly constructed bell 
tower now has attached on the 
east and the west sides 
reproductions of the front and 
back of the medal of St. 
Benedict.   They are 
reproductions made by cutting 
away metal in two 20 in. steel 
discs. They were given to us 
by an anonymous donor who 
certainly had a taste for 
something quite unique and we 
are the beneficiaries.  

❒    The stations of the cross 
reported on last issue, continue 
to attract much interest. 

❒     Our volunteers have 
completed a retaining wall by 
the entrance to the upper 
residence building which 
should help keep the dirt from 
migrating down onto the 
sidewalk with each rain. We 
think it looks nice too.                                                        

OBLATE PROGRAM GROWS

BY THE WAY…

Above: Gary and 
Val and to Left: Dr. 
Clay as they enter 
into the Oblate 
novitiate.

Below: Kate Korale (left) and Ron and Teresa 
Gochenouer make their Final Oblations.


